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Informa7on	
  &	
  Communica7on	
  Technologies	
  have	
  impacted	
  ...	
  	
  

•  Socializing	
  	
  	
  	
   	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  
	
  	
  
	
  
	
  
•  Da&ng	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
•  Entertainment	
  	
  

	
  

•  Educa&on	
  	
  	
  
	
  
	
  

•  Business	
  Networking	
  	
  

	
  
	
  



Every	
  &me	
  we	
  send	
  tweet	
  we’re	
  
seKng	
  in	
  mo&on	
  a	
  ripple	
  effect—one	
  
with	
  the	
  power	
  to	
  topple	
  dictators	
  
and	
  transform	
  our	
  world.	
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Heroism	
  is	
  a	
  “social	
  
aUribu&on	
  [that	
  is]	
  
historically,	
  culturally,	
  
and	
  situa&onally	
  
determined.”	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  
Franco,	
  Blau,	
  Zimbardo,	
  2011	
  

The	
  Internet	
  has	
  changed	
  our	
  understanding	
  of	
  Heroism	
  



The	
  new	
  Heroism	
  is	
  Collabora&ve	
  
•  Collabora2ve	
  heroism	
  is	
  a	
  theore&cal	
  construct	
  sugges&ng	
  that	
  contemporary	
  

expressions	
  of	
  heroic	
  behavior	
  are	
  seamlessly	
  bridging	
  the	
  online	
  and	
  
offline	
  worlds.	
  

	
  
•  Tradi&onal	
  concepts	
  of	
  heroism	
  are	
  closely	
  associated	
  with	
  acts	
  of	
  bravery	
  

involving	
  risk	
  of	
  life	
  or	
  limb,	
  collabora&ve	
  heroism	
  is	
  associated	
  with	
  a	
  
variety	
  of	
  character	
  strengths	
  and	
  virtues,	
  including	
  compassion	
  and	
  
perseverance	
  in	
  the	
  face	
  of	
  injus&ce.	
  	
  

	
  
•  Heroic	
  ac7on	
  is	
  ac&on	
  aimed	
  at	
  achieving	
  noble	
  goals,	
  i.e.,	
  agreed	
  upon	
  by	
  

world	
  consensus,	
  such	
  as	
  the	
  tenets	
  of	
  the	
  Universal	
  Declara&on	
  of	
  
Human	
  Rights	
  (Klisanin,	
  2013;	
  2015).	
  	
  

•  Empirical	
  research	
  supports	
  theory.	
  Consensus	
  among	
  par&cipants	
  indicates	
  that:	
  

– Collabora&on	
  expands	
  heroic	
  poten&al	
  	
  
–  Internet	
  technology	
  expands	
  heroic	
  poten&al	
  	
  



Collabora7on	
  Heroism	
  enables	
  us	
  to	
  tackle	
  challenges	
  that	
  

individuals	
  cannot	
  …	
  it	
  enables	
  social	
  change	
  on	
  an	
  epic	
  
scale.	
  	
  

Sustainable	
  Development	
  	
  
&	
  Climate	
  Change	
  

Clean	
  Water	
  

Popula&ons	
  &	
  Resources	
  

Status	
  of	
  Women	
  
Peace	
  &	
  Conflict	
  

Capacity	
  to	
  Decide	
  

Health	
  Issues	
  
Energy	
  

Global	
  Ethics	
  



Example:	
  Collabora7ve	
  Civil	
  Heroism	
  



Example:	
  Collabora7ve	
  Social	
  Heroism	
  

KONY	
  Campaign	
  2012,	
  was	
  a	
  social	
  media	
  campaign	
  designed	
  by	
  
Invisible	
  Children,	
  a	
  nonprofit	
  organiza&on	
  working	
  to	
  stop	
  the	
  
Lord’s	
  Resistance	
  Army,	
  known	
  for	
  acts	
  of	
  kidnapping,	
  rape,	
  
torture.	
  	
  The	
  campaign	
  was	
  designed	
  to	
  bring	
  the	
  world’s	
  
aUen&on	
  to	
  Joseph	
  Kony,	
  the	
  leader	
  of	
  the	
  Lord’s	
  Resistance	
  
Army.	
  
	
  	
  

	
  
	
  
The	
  experiment	
  yielded	
  the	
  fastest	
  growing	
  viral	
  video	
  of	
  all	
  6me.	
  3.7	
  million	
  people	
  pledged	
  their	
  support	
  for	
  
efforts	
  to	
  arrest	
  Joseph	
  Kony.	
  The	
  “noble	
  goals”	
  addressed	
  by	
  Kony	
  2012	
  include	
  Ar7cles	
  4	
  and	
  5	
  of	
  the	
  UDHR:	
  
prohibi7ng	
  slavery	
  and	
  torture.	
  
	
  
•  Two	
  LRA	
  commanders	
  have	
  been	
  removed	
  from	
  the	
  baUlefield,	
  Maj.	
  Gen.	
  Ceasar	
  Acellam	
  and	
  Lt.	
  Colonel	
  Vincent	
  Binansio	
  

“Binani”	
  Okumu.	
  
	
  
•  5	
  LRA	
  (2	
  men	
  and	
  3	
  women)	
  surrendered	
  on	
  November	
  28,	
  2012	
  with	
  a	
  defec&on	
  flier	
  designed	
  and	
  printed	
  by	
  Invisible	
  Children	
  

in-­‐hand	
  

•  The	
  signatures	
  of	
  3,729,815	
  people	
  from	
  185	
  countries	
  were	
  delivered	
  to	
  the	
  U.S.	
  Ambassador	
  to	
  the	
  UN,	
  the	
  UN's	
  special	
  
representa&ve	
  for	
  Central	
  Africa,	
  and	
  the	
  African	
  Union's	
  Special	
  Envoy	
  on	
  the	
  LRA	
  issue	
  on	
  June	
  26th	
  

•  On	
  January	
  2013,	
  Congress	
  passed	
  new	
  legisla7on	
  authorizing	
  a	
  reward	
  of	
  up	
  to	
  $5	
  million	
  for	
  informa7on	
  that	
  leads	
  to	
  the	
  
arrest	
  of	
  Joseph	
  Kony.	
  

	
  



Example:	
  Tackling	
  Health	
  Issues	
  



Victory:	
  No	
  Deforesta&on	
  
sourcing	
  policy	
  for	
  palm	
  oil.	
  	
  

Example:	
  Collabora7ve	
  Environmental	
  Heroism	
  





Collabora7ve	
  Heroism	
  Jamaica:	
  Tackling	
  Environmental	
  Issues	
  



Collabora7ve	
  Heroism	
  Jamaica	
  	
  
Tackling	
  Child	
  Abuse	
  



Collabora7on	
  Heroism	
  Jamaica	
  -­‐	
  Tackling	
  Crime	
  



Collabora7ve	
  Heroism	
  Jamaica	
  	
  	
  -­‐	
  	
  Net	
  Neutrality	
  



Collabora7ve	
  Heroism	
  Jamaica	
  -­‐	
  Tackling	
  Social	
  Issues	
  



SUMMARY	
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